Technical considerations in distraction osteogenesis.
Five cases are presented to exemplify technical difficulties and complications which may be encountered when performing distraction osteogenesis in the facial skeleton. The procedure should be performed under close supervision by the surgical and orthodontic colleagues. Errors in the choice of vector may be managed by earlier removal of the distractor and subsequent traction on the previously osteotomized segments using orthodontic appliances and principles. Multiple distractors may be inserted in the same jaw and bimaxillary procedures are possible, increasing the likelihood of encountering technical difficulties. Detailed planning and close follow-up, with early recognition and active management of the complications, may be useful in ensuring a successful outcome of this versatile procedure.